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British Expeditionary Force and with England's closer
diplomatic relations with France and Russia, they looked
like a concerted plan on the part of these three Powers to
put pressure on Germany. Any yielding to such pressure
was sharply resented as inconsistent with Germany's dig-
nity as a Great Power. As Biilow wrote privately to
Bavaria and some of the other German Governments on
June 25,1908, after President Fallieres's visit to London and
King EdwarcTs famous meeting with the Tsar at Reval:
"Agreements which aim at a limitation of our defensive
power are not acceptable for discussion by us under any
circumstances.^ A Power which should demand such an
agreement from us should be clear in its mind that such a
demand would mean war."25 ,By the Kaiser especially, the
British proposals were indignantly repudiated as unjustifi-
able attempts to interfere with his sovereign right and duty
tojakejji.measures necessary for the dignityanchjefease
of thjTGermafl. Empire. Commenting upon Count Met-
lermdi's report of July~16, 1908, of an informal luncheon
discussion with Sir Edward Grey and Lloyd George, in
which it had been intimated that a naval discussion would
improve diplomatic relations, the Kaiser wrote:
Count Metternich must be informed that good relations
with England at the price of the building of the German
navy are not desired by me. If England intends graciously
to extend us her hand only with the intimation that we must
limit our fleet, this is a groundless impertinence, which in-
volves a heavy insult to the German people and their Kaiser,
which must be rejected a limine by the Ambassador. . . .
France and Russia might with equal reason then demand a
limitation of our land armaments. The German Fleet is not
built against anyone, and also not against England! But
25 G.P., XXV, 478. For other German intimations that any attempt
to put pressure on Germany to limit her navy woi&d be answered by
declaration of war, see GJP., XXIV, 53,103,127.